CASTLE   RISING

Houghton and Townshend at Raynham added to the social
consequence of Lynn. Castle Rising, which had dwindled to
a mere handful of inhabitants who still met and solemnly
elected one of their number as Mayor, returned the father of
the famous Sir Robert Walpole as member of Parliament.
Sir Robert himself was member for Lynn, which was so much
a < family seat' that on his death his son Horace, who was far
more devoted to letters than to politics, had reluctantly to
visit Lynn at election time. He described his electioneering
experiences as follows, in a letter to a friend. c It is plain I
never knew for how many trades I was formed, when at this
time of the day I can begin electioneering and succeed in my
vocation. Think of me, the subject of a mob, who was scarce
ever before in a mob, addressing them in the town-hall, riding
at the head of two thousand people through such a town as
Lynn, dining with above two hundred of them amid bumpers,
huzzas, songs and tobacco and finishing with country dancing
at a Ball and sixpenny whisk. I have borne it all cheerfully ;
nay, have sat for hours in conversation, the thing upon earth
that I hate ; have been to hear misses play on the harpsichord,
and to see an alderman's copies of Rubens and Carlo Marat.
Yet to do the folks justice, they are sensible, reasonable and
civilised ; their very language is polished since I lived among
them. I attribute this to their more frequent intercourse with
the world and the capital, by the help of good roads and
post-chaises, which, if they have abridged the King's
dominions, have at least tamed his subjects/ Until 1826 a
Walpole always sat for King's Lynn, and the family nominated
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